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An ACT for founding a college on the weftern (hore of this
ftate, and conftituting the lame, together with Wathington
college on the ealtern thore, into one univerfity, by the
name of The Univeifity of Maryland.

Rreamble. - HEREAS, inftitutions for the liberal education of youth in
% / the principles of virtue, knowledge, and uietul literature, are of
¥ thehigh-tt benefit to {ociety, in order to train up and perpetuate
a fucceflion of able and honeft men for aifcharging the various offices and
dutics ot lite both civil and religious, with utetulnefs and reputation, and
fuch nftitations of learning have accordingly been promoted- and encou~
raged by the wifeft and beit reguhted_.ﬁatgs.: At}d Wbc_reas it appears to
this general_aﬂ'embly, that many public ipm.'ted}nd'lvndggls,_ from an earn-
eft defire to promote the founding a college or iemmarydg)f learning on the
weitern fhore of this ftate, have fubtcrioed and procured {ublcriptions to
a confiderable amount, and there is reafon to believe that v ry large addi-
tions will be obtained to the fame throughout the different counties of
“the faid fhore, if they were made capable in law to receive aszq apply the
fame towards founding and carrying on a college or gengral feminary of
learning, with fuch falutary plan, and with fuch legifl -tive “fitnce and
dire@ion as the general affembly might think fit; and this general afl-m-
bly, highly approving thofe generous exertions of individuuls, are acfirous
to embrace the prefent tavourable occafion of peace and profperity, for-
making lafting provifion for the encourag=ment and ‘adyance;ncnt of all
uieful knowledge and literature through cvery part of this ftate;

College tobe 11, B¢ it enatted, &y tbe General Affembly of Maryland, That a college
ceftablithed, Lo operal feminary of learning, by the name of Saint Juhn's, be eftablith-
&c. g¢ y g by _ : Lab,
ed on the faid weftern thore, upon the tollowing tundame-tal and inviola-
ble principles, nam:ly ; frft, the (aid college thall be founded and main-
tained tor ever, upon a moft liberal plan, for the bc,ncﬁt of youth of every
religious denomination, who thall be freely admitted to equal privileges
and advantages of education, and to all the literary honours of the col-
lege, according to their merit, without requiring or enforcing any religi-
ous or civil tft, or urging their attendance upon any particular religious
worthip or {ervice, other than what they have been educated in, or have
the confentand approbation of thetr parents or guardians to attend ; nor (hali
any preference be given in the choice of a principal, vice-principal, or other
‘p‘rofcﬂ”(jr, meafter or tutor, in the faid college, on account of his partica-
Iar religious profeffion, having regard folely to his moral chara¢ter and
literary abilitics, and other neceflary qualifications to fill the place for
which he fhall be chofen. Secondly, there fhall be a fubfcription crried
on in the different counties of the weftern fhores upon the plan on which -
it hath been opened, for founding the faid college ; and the feveral {ub-
{cribers thall clats themfelves, according to their refpedtive inchinations,
and for every thouland pourds current money which may be fubfcribed
~and pad, or fecured to be paid, into the hands of the treafurer cf the
we{tern thore, by any particular clafs of fubfcribers, they fhall be entitled
to the choice of one perfon as a vifitor and governor of faid colicge.
Thirdly, when any of the firft vifitors and governors chofen by the fub-
{cribers as aforefid, fhall die, er'remove out of the ftate, or abfent him-
felf from tour {ucceeding quarterly meetings, without fuch excufe or plea
of neceflary ablence as fhall be deemed reatonable by a legal and juft quo-
rum of the faid vifitors and governors, duly aflembled ata quarterly vifita-
tion of the faid college, fuch quorum, {fo aflembled, (hall proceed, by a
new election, to fill up the place and leat of fuch deceafed, removed, or
abfenting member. |
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